THE OFFENCE OF THE APE

for my purposes), fold it back and then perform his ortho-
doxies under the skin.

I had been adamant in refusing any reward for a spoilt
skin, and in the light of our new-found formula, 'Ali now
declared how much he lamented a fox he had killed in the
old way, and was unlawful for eating. I admired such piety
in the acknowledged slayer of fifteen sons of men!

Yet the Omani soldier looked at 'Ali disdainfully as much
as to say, 'That slaughtering is not orthodox -1 would not
touch it!5

But to them both, such is custom, a beast could be shot
dead, and all would be well so long as there was a prompt
lateral cutting of the throat made with the pious expression
as the blood gushed forth, 'Bismillah ar rahman ar rahim?
(In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate).
But without the lateral gash God would not be pleased.

The scent of cooking food, or was it the hungry sense of
an approaching meal hour, brought natives from all direc-
tions about us. And now one of these, an old Mahri who
had not come empty-handed, stood by watching me
despatch his chameleon.

^Wallahl By God!' he burst out, cit is treachery. I found
it innocent in a bush and it came along with me trusting,
and this is what I consent to happen to it!'

A dear old man! I thought, you shall have a dollar. He
took his place in the circle of interested onlookers who sat
around.

'Have you any medicine for a barren woman ?' he said.

'A strong man/ interjected a youth, and a titter went
round.

'There may be medicine/ I said, 'but I have none with
me. Is she young ? Twenty ?'
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